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CONPIDENTIAL LONDON 01389 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, XP, UK 

SUBJECT:PLO'S MOSCOW AND LONDON OPFICES 

REF: MOSCOW 976 

1 . OUR ONLY CONTRIBUTION TO REFTEL IS THAT ECO OPPICIAL 
HAD LUNCH WITH HIGH PLO OPFICIAL (SECRETARY OP PALESTIN- 
IAN NATIONAL COUNCIL) TWO WEEKS AGO IN LONDON AND, IN 
REPLY TO QUESTION AS TO DELAY IN OPENING MOSCOW PLO 
OPFICE, WAS TOLD: "SOVIET BUREAUCRACY IS INCREDIBLE." 
PALESTINIAN SAID OPFICE HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO OPEN 
JANUARY 2, WITH SOVIET APPROVAL. 

2. COMMENT: CONSIDERING THE SOURCE THIS EXPLANATION 
NEED NOT BE JUDGED MORE VALID THAN EMBASSY MOSCOW'S 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER. POSSIBLY APPLICABLE IS FACT 
PLO HAS NOT OPENED OFFICE IN LONDON EITHER, ALTHOUGH HMG 
HAS MADE IT CLEAR IN PUBLIC AS IN PRIVATE THAT IT COULD 
NOT PREVENT ESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH AN OFFICE AS LONG AS 
OFFICE'S ACTIVITIES COULD NOT BE PROVEN TO BE ILLEGAL. 

FCO OFFICIALS SPECULATE THAT PLO DOES NOT CONSIDER 
STATUS OFFICE WOULD BE ACCORDED HIGH ENOUGH TO WARRANT 
OPENING. SOME ALSO ATTRIBUTE TO PLO DESIRE NOT TO EM- 
BARRASS HMG, CITING DISCRETION SHOWN BY PLO REPRESENTA- 
TIVE IN HIS PRESENT CONTACTS WITH FCO. OTHERS (WITH WHOM 
WE WOULD AGREE) THINK PLO LACKS THE TALENT TO STAFF SUCH 
AN OFFICE RELIABLY AND PLO LEADERSHIP PREFERS NOT TO 
BUILD UP REPRESENTATIONS WHICH MIGHT SPEAK AND ACT ON 
BEHALF OF PLO BUT BE BEYOND IMMEDIATE CONTROL OF ITS TOP 
TRADER SHIP. 
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